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16 de marzo de 1939 


A los Amigos y Corres pons ales 

de la Instituoi6n Smithsoniana* 

El portador de esta carta, Dr. Waldo L. Sctmiltt, esta 
relacionado en una oapacidad cientifica con el Museo Nacional 
de los Estados Unidos (Gurador de Invertebrata Marinas) . 

Esta delegado de la Institucion Smithsoniana sobre la Hancock 
Pacific Expedition, que este afio hace invest igaciones a lo 
largo del litoral septentrional de Sud-America y dentro de 

« 

las aguas de las is las adyacentes . 

Todas las atenciones y facilidades que Usted se serva 

prestar al Doctor Schmitt y a sus compaKeros en el yate 
Velero III seran sinceramente apreciadas por la Institucion 

Smiths on iana . . 



Secretario. 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 23, 1939* 


Dr, Waldo L, Schmitt, 
Passenger, S, S, Cristobal, 
Arriving March 28, 
Cristobal, Canal Zone. 


Dear Waldo: 

Herewith I am enclosing a number of documents, which 
in your letter to Miss McCain you said you would need. 


I think you are mistaken about the bill of lading as 


your outfit was billed throu^ to Balboa and should be transferred 
without any difficulty across the Zone, Herewith however you will 
find bill of lading, certificate from the Metropolitan Police 
Department, and statements from the Public Health Service and 
Group Health Association which it is hoped will serve your purpose 

Everything is going on here as usual, Schultz leaves 

tonight. 


Asever, yours, 



H, S, Bryant, Chief, 
Correspondence Se Documents, 


B:y 
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^ ^2 ^ ADDRESS REPLY TO 

The Secretary of the Navy 

AND REFER TO INITIALS 
AND NO. 

All/EB (390308) 


NAVY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 
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Sir: 


Referring to your letter of 8 March, 1939, re- 
garding the handling of messages from Dr. Schmitt, Curator 
of Marine Invertebrates on the Staff of the U. S. National 
Museum, in connection with the forthcoming trip of the 
Hancock Pacific Expeditions, I am pleased to advise you 
that the Navy will be glad to handle the traffic referred 
to in your correspondence. 

Please advise Dr. Schmitt that his messages 
should be prefixed ”G0VT NMU” in order that they may be 
properly handled through the Naval Communication System. 



Secretary 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C. 
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April 20. 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Here is the proof of your Presidential paper, andTaylor’s 
too. ihrerything in this pile is for Taylor. The rest is yours. 

Like a nut, I've been addressing letters to you in Zetek' 
care. I'm sure you'll get them promptly, but I guess I should have 
addressed them to the jracht but I never thought of it. Mr. Bryant 
suggested this address for this proof. You'll find all ray letters 
at Zetek's. 


Sincerely, 



9 




Miss Hathljun has not been back for a week. Mr. Shoemaker called on 
her night before last and said she seemed well, bat did not say 
anything about coming back. She said something about being "so glad 
that Jane could now have her desk." 

April 20, 1939 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I could probably have saved the government money, if I had 
saved up all these Panama letters and mailed them in one envelope] 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Mr. Clausen, of the 
6th Pacific Science Congress inviting you to be a speaker. I wrote 
him, explaining that you were away and telling him that I was for- 
warding your letter to him. Do you think you can go? Would the 
Musexim pay your way? It would be awfully nice for you to go, I think, 
if you could wangle the money out of some one. 

You’ll be interested in the enclosed clipping. There was 
also a note about it in the Sunday paper. I read only the headlines 
that day and though the woman’s name was li^aguely familiar to me, I 
didn’t place it until Monday when Mr. Bryant asked me if I had seen 
it. He said Mrs. Schmitt and Mrs. Bryant were much excited by it. 

I said to Mr. Bryant, "Why, Hunt just sent that bracelet down here 
for appraisal at Christmas time." Mr. Bryant replied, "Did Hunt say 
that it was for his wife? " 

Mr. Kelly has just discovered that he has a double hernia. 

He blames it on lifting heavy things around here, and is seeking 
to have the operation through the Public Health Service. I think he 
will succeed. The trouble just developed in the last month. He said 
he noticed a little pain the day he packed up your outfit, but thought 
nothing of it. Then there was a swelling in his groin, which he still 
thought nothing about until it grew larger all the time. He finally 
went to his doctor a few days ago, who diagnosed it as hernia. He 
then went over to Public Health, where they examined him and told him 
it was a double hernia. Apparently it is not yet very bad, and can 
be corrected. 

There is nothing more to tell you. Mr. Maloney’s eye is 
still giving him a great deal of trouble and he cannot use the micro- 
scope . I called Jane's family Monday and they said she was doing as 
well as could be just after the operation. We are certainly a bunch 
of cripples down here. I even skinned my kneeJ 

The Ciustacea section of the Zool, Record just came in this 
morning. It is fairly fat, and I guess I will be busy carding the 
entries for the rest of the time you are gone. I am almost through 
recopying your paper on the Presidential trip (that is, the original 
one with the diary entries). I got the volume of Memoirs of the Soc. 
Bi ogBographi e back from the library, thinking I would soon be able to 
translate some more of those articles, and have Seen fighting with 
Angelo over the French dictionary. I finally told him to leave it 

^®’^® ^® iieeds to consult it. He doesn’t seem 

^o "®®® nearly so often I 




Sincerely, 
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SIXTH PACIFIC SCIENCE CONGRESS 
San Francisco, California 
July 24- August 12, 1939 

Under the auspices of the 

NATIONAL RESEARCH QOU^CIL 

Office of the Secretary-General of the Congress, 
Room 205 , Hilgard Hall, 

Tfeiversity of California, Berkeley, California, U.S.A. 

April 17. 1939 


Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
National Museum 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Dr. Schmitt: 

The Committee on the Sixth Pacific Science Congress has de- 
cided to arrange for a number of General Sessions for presentation of 
addresses dealing with scientific problems of outstanding significance 
to the Pacific Area. These addresses will be scheduled for evening 
sessions during the Congress, and they will be open not only to mem- 
bers of the Congress but also to the general public. We hope that 
they will deal, therefore, in summary fashion with matters of interest 

to all informed people. 

In behalf of the Committee, I have besi axthorized to ex- 
tend an invitation to you to deliver one of these addresses, and I 
sincerely hope that your interest in the Congress will persuade you to 
accept. If you are able to attend the Congress and to accept this 
commission will you kindly inform me, at your earliest convenience, as 
to the exact title of your address; aid also as to any facilities, such 
as lantern projection, which would be needed in connection with it. We 
leave the subject entirely to your judgment. 

Very truly yours, 

Roy E. Clausen, 

Secretary. 
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April 15, 1939 


Dear Dr* Schmit t : 

Pay dayj Don't you wish you were here? 

The enclosed questionnaires from Civil Service came this 
morning, and I thought mayhe you could fill them in if you had them. 

I don't know when they have to he in. 

Under separate cover, hy reg\ilar mail, I am sending a few 
copies of Jroxir separates from the Bxplorations Pamphlet, which just 
came. I thought you might like to show them around to some of your 
friends down there. Sorry they didn't come soon enough to send them 
so they'd reach you on the Velero. 

Burkenroad walked in this morning. We are putting him in 
Miss Cochran's room, because if Miss Wakefield comes hack as we hope, 
there won't he room for him in here. He just brought his microscope 
and stuff in this morning, and will he down for work Monday. Mr. 
Shoemaker is off today. The funeral for Mr. Wetherly's nephew was 
yesterday and Mr. Shoemaker took the week-end off. 

You fell heir to four quarts of whisky the other day, and 
I immediately snitched one of them. You see, you can't trust roe be- 
hind your hack at all.’ It was like this. The other day Angelo came 
in with a handful of tickets issued hy one of the American Legion posts 
to which he belongs. He said he was supposed to have sold the tickets 
for 10 cents apiece (they were chances on various things), hut that he 
didA't like to do things like that, so he bought the whole hunch him- 
self, and turned in other people's names for them. He said he put 
down all of our names, as well as others, and the ticket on which he 
out your name won four quarts of Overholt whisky. I asked him why he 
didn't take it himself, hut he said he never used it and if I thought 
you would want it he would he glad for you to take it. I said I tho\ight 
you could use it, so I arranged to get it— and then I thought you owed 
me one of them for getting therai Don't you think so? Anyway, the bottle 
is now in my kitchen cupboard! The other three are here. 

I have finally thought of something I would like you to bring 
me if it's not too much trouble and doesn't cost too much, and that is 
one of those little native mahogany tables they sell in Port-aa-Prince. 

I think they were quite cheap, $2 or don't pay over 

$5 for one. The ones I saw were of wood of two shad^. I think they 
were made of the lighter shade, with inlaid flowers l^decorations of 
the darker, I wanted one then, hut couldn't see myself carrying it 
half way around the continent with me. As I remember, the ones I saw 
were round. I'd like a rectangular one better, but a round or oval 

one would be all right. Don't bother if it% any trouble, or if you've 
already exhausted your $100 limit. In any case, pse your judgment 



and has a good place to pat a small rectangular one. A little higher 
than coffee table height would he nice. 


Jane is going to have her appendix out Monday morning. She 


thinks she is going to get up and gallop away from the hospital after 
about three days, and I have been more or less pleading with her to 
he sensible and take care of herself. I don’t think her mother has 
much sense, either, about making her take care of herself. Edwin is 
getting along all ri^t and can’t wait to drive a car again. They 
all seem so helpless. Jane says, "I don’t know what we can do with him. 
We can’t keep him tax from driving." I said what I’d do fast enough, if 
everything else failed, would he to report him to the police and tell 
them to pick him up. He’s not supposed to drive for three years after 
the loss of an eye, until he gets used to the use of only one eye. 


The other day one of my friends from Detroit was in town 


for one day on the way back after a drive to the Smokies, She heid with 
her a young English woman whose husband is connected with a tractor 
firm in London which is associated with Ford. He has been sent over 
here for a few months to do some work at the Ford plant in Dearborn. 

I asked the girl how long she would be here and she said, "We expect 
to go home in June if the war doesn’t call us back sooner." It seemed 
terrible the casual way in which she said it. She says they are really 
all set for war over there. 


Sincerely 



I’m not sending you the return envelope for Civil Service 
Commission, in order to save postage. The envelope has the initials 
A.J.S. in the lower left hand corner. You had better put them on the 
envelope you use, and address it to the Application Division, Civil 
Service Commission. 


On Thursday Miss Bathbun told Mr. Shoemaker twice that she 


wasn’t coming down any more. She said, "You know, I am getting very 
old, and I get so tired." Yesterday morning Seward called me up all 
in a stew and wanted to know what happened down here the day before. 

I said nothing except that her back seemed to hurt her. He said, yes, 
she had wrenched it, but that wasn't what he meant. She had told him 
she wasn’t coming back any more and said some one told her she'd better 
not come down here ^o much, I told him no one in this office ever said 
such a thing. He said that he really thought no one said it, that it 
was just a notion she got. He thou^t she might forget it, and continue 
to come, but she hasn't been back since. He said, "You know, it will 
he dreadful for her at home alone." He makes me so mad! He always seems 
to be so concerned over the trouble it% going to he to him . Of course, 
if she stays home, they'll have^to go ove^the^ of'^enar and kee^ an eye 




4pril 13, 1959 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I was just going over some of your letters and found one 
question that I'm sure I forgot to answer— the price of the Government 
Manual. The girl who answered the phone said she thought it is $1.75 
for the hinder and revisions up to June 30th. The girl who handles it 
was ill today and this other girl didn't seem to know rmch about it. 

I wrote you to Trinidad a few days ago. I guess you are 
sufficiently behind schedule that I could almost send this there, too, 
but I am afraid to take the chance. 

We sent the vials to Glassell that you mentioned. I think 
I forgot to tell you that, too. Some odds and ends of Porcellandds 
have turned up from time to time, and we are sending them off to him 
today. 

I think Jane is going to the hospital Monday to have her 
appendix out. She looks kind of pale and peaked, though she is still 
wailiiag about having to stay in bed ten days. She has squawked about 
it so much that I'm getting rather tired of hearing it. The way she 
complains about all the things she doesn't like to do (like the pass 
matter and having to get out on time now), I sometimes wonder if her 
mother hasn't spoiled her pretty badly. Her mother has probably eventually 
given in to her whenever she has whined long enough. I feel soriy for 
her having this appendix trouble just when Edwin had to have his eye 
removed, but he ought to be whaled! A.t least v/e don't h'-ve any trouble 
now with Jane hanging around after hours. She rushes home every night 
to dress Edwin's eye. She says, "Mother can't stand to look at it, so 
I have to do it." I think the trouble with both the children can probably 
be laid to having a foolish mother. 

Miss Wakefiild was in the other day and said that she could 
be reassigned here if we would ask for her. I talked to Deuterman 
about it yesterday and he suggested writing to Graf, asking for her, 
which I did. It will mean that we will have to put Bunkenroad down 
in Miss Cochran's room, as first planned. Miss Cochran is willing. 

Burkenroad has looked up all sorts of descriptions of speci- 
mens that are supposed to be in our collection. He has sent cards 
giving the name of the work in which they were described and the number 
supposed to be here, and wants to see them all. Shoemaker and Maloney 
have been working for more than a week getting them out, and are about 
half finished. Burkenroad is going to make all the work he can for us. 

I'll bet. 


Mr. Shoemaker is having fits hecuuse you have to be away "just 


at this time, when it inconveniences him very much." They are brining 
Mr, Wetherly's nephew here to bury him in Arlington, and Mr. Shoemaker 
would like to be off for a few days, but feels he can't take the time 
because of Burkenroad coming and your absence, etc. Some of the Wetherly 
family is here, staying at the Shoemakers', and I believe more are com- 
ing. The funeral will be tomorrow morning. The young man had been 
married for a little less than a year. 


Eller from Pittsburgh was in here a couple of days ago to see 


you. He had a small fossil of some sort that he wanted you to look at. 
He seemed to realize Miss Rathbun's condition, for he said he wouldn't 
bother her with it. 


Miss Rathbun told Mr. Shoemaker this morning that she thought 


she wouldn't come down any more. She said, "You know, I am getting 
very old, and I get tired so quickly." She added, "But it is very tire- 
some staying home." Mr. Shoemaker told her to come doxvn whenver she felt 
like it but not to feel obliged to come every day. That seemed to comfort 
her, I think she misses you a great deal. 


I hope you have a nice time in Panama while you're waiting for 


your boat. I'm sure you will. I dreamed the other night that I was 
there, and spent most of the night walking all over Ancon trying to find 
the Joneses' house! 


I'll have my physical exam at Group Health next Thursday. 


My mother just wrote me that my great grandmother on her side died of 
T.B. Sihce no one since has ever had it to our knowledge, I don't be 
lieve I'll admit it! 


Sincerely, 



Miss Pitbh has been working on the Comptes Rendus for several 
days and will continue while Burkenroad is here. 
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April 11 , 1939 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Your letter from Barranqailla came yesterday, along with 
the regular mail one from Panama. 

I mailed a letter to you to La Guaira, so you will soon 
get it if you haven't already. Mrs. Schmitt called me up several 
days ago to check on the La Guaira address, and you will undoubtedly 
hear from her there, too. I really can't think of much to say today, 
hut I suppose you'll he looking for mail at Port of Spain. 

Miss McCulloch's letters were very interesting. Would you 
he seriously interested in the proposition? 

Jane did not go off for the week end. There was not even 
any further discussion of it after Edwin's accident. It is too had 
that kid didn't blow himself to kingdom come and he done with it. It 
looks to me as though he's nothing hut a worry and a drain on his family 
and he's going to he worse now that he has only one eye. He was to have 
begun a new job in Baltimore today. Jane is afraid they won't take him 
when they see the condition he is in, if they are willing to save 
for him at all. She has been advised for the second time to have her 
appendix out immediately. She is wailing around hereabout having to 
stay in bed for ten days "at this time of year." I told her she'd get 
little sympathy from me from that angle. I told her she has only one 
body and if she doesn't take care of it, she won't grow another one. 

I took most of yesterday off. Florence and I went egg-rolling 
at the White House with her three small visitors and my cousin Betty. 

The children all had a good time, and we enjoyed it too. It was a lovely 
warm day. We got there in time to see both Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt make 
their appearance. Florence's young nephew, about thirteen, said he is 
going to be*^>resident some day. He says, "You don't have to know any 
grammar, because you have secretaries to put your letters in good English 
for you. You don't have to know any 'rithmetic, because you have a 
treasurer to count your money for you. All you have to know how to do is 
f i shl " 

The Shoemakers have been quite upset. Mr. Wetherly's nephew, 
whom he practically raised and educated, was killed a few days ago in 
an airplaie accident. He was a pilot in the Coast Guard. Mr. Wetherly 
learned of it through a newspaper account. There were four Coast Guard 
men in the plane when it went down in a remote section in Texas. The 
other three escaped in parachutes, made their way to a town, and reported 
the accident. Something happened to the other fellow's parachute and it 
did not open properfcr. Mr. Shoemaker said this morning that they will 
bring him here to Arlington. 


The Bryants are talking quite seriously about going to see 
Sverett graduate. I guess they really mean it. 

Mrs. Clapp just brought in a request foom Stejneger for our 
estimates for next year. He wants them by May 6th. 

I'm going to try to make an abstract of your jellyfish paper 
for Biological Abstracts. Some other abstracts have come in which Mr. 
Shoemaker has been putting off doing. I'm not going to let him know 
that I even think I can do them! 

A letter came from Lt. Kelly on the HOUSTON. He says they 
mil be in Norfolk^ from April 21-27 and in New York from May 1-20, and 
they all hope you will bring the family aboard one of those times. 

Mr. True said yesterday that he expects proof of your Presi- 
dential paper soon. I'll send it to you somewhere. 

I can't think of another thing to say. 




Sincerely, 


April 7, 1939 


Dear Dr. Scbmitt: 

That was certainly most interesting news about Hancock's 
marriage! Mr. Bryant was interested. I was talking to True the other 
day and he asked what I had heard from you, so I told him about it. 

He said, "These rich boys certainly have it nice, they can get anything 
they want." I said, "Yes, they can get the woman they want because they 
have enough money to pay for any divorces that may be necessary." True 
said, "While we poor folks ..." I said, "Yes, you have to wait for 
nature to take its course." He howled over that. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter that just came from 
Hummelinck. I don't suppose srou can collecfr anything for him, because 
the other stuff would go to the Hancock Foundation. Maybe he just 
wants to discuss the matter with you. 

I'm glad you had an opport\inity to meet the Deveneau family. 
Didn't you like her? I think she is an exceptionally nice person. I 
feel so sorry for her. They were an unusually devoted couple. Mrs. 
Schmitt told me yesterday that you wrote her that Mrs. Deveneau hopes 
to run a boarding house in some college town. She probably con make 
a go of it, but what a lot of hard work! I think she is very courteous, 
but I suppose she has to be. 

I think I neglected to tell you that Mrs. Weirich's husband 
died about two weeks or so ago. Dorothy Chamberlain told me about it. 

It seems he was sent up to New York on business and contracted peneumonia 
while there. They phoned for her to come up because he was in the hospi- 
tal, and shortly after she arrived he died. He had some other complica- 
tion with the pneumonia (a weak heart, I believe) and Dorothy said that 
when he came down'*:|5^^the pneumonia he just didn't have a chance. It 
is too bad. I feel sorry for Mrs. Weirich, since her first marriage 
was not a success. Dorothy said she had been very happy with Weirich. 

Jane is not going to North Carolina. Poor girl, she is having 
a streak of bad luck and I feel very sorry for her. A couple of days 
ago she came to me in the/middle of the afternoon and asked to get off. 
Said bhe had been running a temperature for two days and had a pain in 
her right side, and the doctor thou^t she had better come up for a 
leucocyte (bount to see if she has appendicitis. Yesterday morning she 
phoned in that she couldn't come in because Edwin had been badly hurt 
in an explosion and she was going to spend the day at the hospital 
with him because her mother had been there all night and haA to go home 
to get some rest. 

This morning I asked her about Edwin. That crazy yap ought 
to be caned I He and some other boys have from time to time gotten 
dry ice and shaken it up in a bottle with a little water to make them- 


selves cheap soda water. Once before they Just avoided an explosion, 
and night before last they had a very bad explosion. They had the stuff 
in a very thick pottle and the pressure must have been tremendous. There 
were about thirteen kids, Jane said, in the home of one of them carrying 
on this experiment in the kitchen. When the explosion occurred, only 
Ed and the boy's whose home it was happened to be in the kitchen. Edwin 
was hit by the flying glass, one piece of which cut entirely through his 
left eye and another one cut one hand to the bone. The other boy had 
a bad cut in his forehead. 

Edwin had to go to the hospital at once and have his eye re- 
moved. His mother was with him all night and Jane all day yesterday. 

I asked Jane how she came out in her encounter with the doctor. She 
said, " Oh, I have appendicitis and he says I cught to have an operation 
pretty soon, but I can't do an^hing about it now with Edwin in this fix." 

I said, "I suppose Edwin has less money than any of the rest of you." She 
said, "He has one dollar in the bank, and this is going to be an expen- 
sive business." I guess his mother has spoiled him rotten. 

He won't be issued a driving license for three years, Jane 
saye, until he becomes accustomed to the use of only one eye. He is 
mad as hops about it, but it will probably be a good thing. In that 
time he may grow up a little and get a grain or two of sense. 

We got off at one o'clock yesterday in order to see the A.rmy 
Day parade. It rained pitchforks all day. Just a few minutes before 
one Miss Bates (who cataloged for us one, you remember) dropped in. She 
had gotten off at 12:15 and had time on her hands until the parade passed 
here at two o'clock, I was so mad at her i could cheerfully have choked 
her. She sat aroxmd here tmtil two o'clock, I never did like her when 
she was here, and I dislike her coming in now and then to waste my timet 
When she left, I went home. 

Mrs. Van Winkle is here. She got in last evening, and went 
to call on the Congers. She wanted me to go with her, but I had a dinner 
engagement which I had made several days ago, not knowing she would get 
here before today. We are having lunch with Conger today, is stay- 
ing at the Powhatan Hotel with the friend who is with her, 

doubled their rates this week, and the girls are paying $S,00 for a $4.00 

room. Nice racket, isn't it? They are going on to Boston early tomorrow. 

Seward Rathbim called me up this morning, to a,sk me to keep 
an eye on Miss H. It seems that the left the house in a huff this morn- 
ing without her lundh, and the maid told him she seemed very confused, 

I asked him if he wanted me to get her a lunch. He said yes*, if I 

could make it seem accidental. I had an extra apple and I bou^t a sand- 

wich which I gave Jane. Just now when Miss Rathbun started to put on 
her coat to go out, Jane told her she had more than she wanted and wouldn't 
Miss R. have lunch with her? Miss R. accepted and told Jane how nice it 
was of her, Seward didn't say anything about reimbursing me if I got her 
lunch. Of course it is a small matter, but I am interested to see what 

happens when he comes in here this afternoon. 


There is a great deal more to my conversation with Seward 
than I can well write you, hut I shall tell you about it when you come 
hack, I can tell you one thing, you'll get small cooperation from him 
in trying to restrain her in any way. When I got through talking to him 

I was so mad that I could hardly sputter, (Don’t worry; I was nice to 
him— hut I didn't want to he!) 

Mrs. Van Winkle iJust heard last night that she got the Yale 
fellowship. She is going to write to you ahaut it. She says she feels 
that your redommendation helped a great deal. She will get all tuition 

fees and $900 besides. It's pretty good, isn't it? I'm awfully glad 
for her. 

The Group Health people have complained to Mr. Bryant several 
times about the poor response they got down here and they have recently 
sent him a lot of circulars to send around to the employees here, hut 
they have not yet given me a physical examination. They yell because 
they don't get any applications and then don't take care of the appli- 
cants they do get. Not that I care; the longer they wait, the less I'll 
have to pay. I wrote them my ideas about retiring at 70. They wrote 
me a nice letter saying theSr thought I had the right idea and that 
probably by the time I am fO the laws will be changed to permit people 
to stay in after retirement from the government. I have the letters; 

I'll show them to you when you get back. 

Bartos came down the other day to look at the fish that Warm- 
bath was working on. 


Sincerely, 



P, S. I suppose John thinks you have a sweetheart in every 
port or something like that, when you are so unkind as to prevent his 
seeing your letters! 

We've just come back from lunch at Conger's. Had a nice time. 
Mr. Walker said, "Did any one tell Dr. Schmitt that the lunch business 
fell to pieces when he left?" There were Walker, Conger, Bryant, Miss 
Morris, Mrs. Van Winkle, and I. When the rest of us left Mrs. V.W, stayed 
on toe talk to Conger for a while, and is still there. They have certain- 
ly formed a thtiving mutual admiration society. 

The Explorations Pamphlet is out and a copy has been sent to 
the President with a letter from Dr. Abbot. The separates haven't come 
yet. 
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April 1, 1939 


Dear Dr. Schmitt; 

I got your letter of the "^Oth today. It is wonderful what 
air mail can do! I hope you received your eai*phone cord yesterday. 

We figured that it should reach there hy then. 

I was certainly shocked hy your news of Mr. Deveneau's death. 
What in the world happened to him? I wrote Mrs. Deveneau a little note, 
hut there is so little one can say in such a situation. I certainly 
feel sorry for her, left with the bringing up of those children. I 
suppose Phyllis will have to he more or less self-supporting from now 
on, hut the younger ones still have a lot of schooling ahead. Poor 
Phyllis, she was looking forward to college next fall! Mrs. Deveneau 
is an accomplished pianist; I wonder if she can make a living for ibhem 
in that way, I believe she worked before she was married, which ought 
to he some help, hut I am awfully sorry for her. They were a particularly 
devoted couple, too, 

Mrs. Cheney called up today. She came hack for the week end 
after her first week in Harrisburg. She is awfully happy in heriiew 
job and says that it all seems just too good to he true after the had 
times she has had. She will take her little girl up with her tomorrow 
when she goes hack. She is living with another woman who works, and who 
has a small daughter. She has a white housekeeper who will look after 
the children and give themlh^ lunch. Mrs. Cheney thinks it is a very 
satisfactory arrangement. 

Mr, Bryant says that Mrs. Cheney’s parents are losing their 
house and moving into an apartment. It is too had. 

Miss Rathhun seems to have given up coming down on Saturday 
mornings. This is the third Saturday that she has not appeared. In 
fact, I guess she hasn't been here on a Saturday since you left. Don't 
you hope she gets the habit and doesn't start coming again as soon as 
you come hack? We wonder if she doesn't come because you aren't here 
or whether it is because she finds getting home on Saturday too diffi- 
cult. Seward has been sick, so the hoy has been coming for her alone. 

If he is the least hit late (and lately she gets her hat on at a quarter 
of three instead of three o'clock) she thinks that Seward has probably 
told her not to come for her and she gets all upset and annoyed. Yester- 
day she had me call Seward to make sure that they were coming, 

Wednesday night I finally asked Jane outright if she wouldn't 
do me the favor of getting out promptly without making me chase her out 
every night. She said O.K, cheerfully, and last night again left at 
4;U51 What can you do with some one like that? I didn't mind last night 
because I had planned to work a little late myself, the only trouble being 
that she talks so ra-uch that I can't work much! I told her Wednesdav that 



she would have to plan to leave on time while you are gone, hecause 
none of us stayed over time much. She wailed about having all this 
time to make up and it worried her not getting it done, and then yester- 
day she asked both Mr. Shoemaker and me if she could take 4-1/2 days 
Easter week-end to take a field trip to North Carolina] Mr. Shoemaker 
told her he had no responiiMlity in the matter and she’d have to talk to 
me. I told her that I didn't think she ought to do it and that if it 
were I, !_ wouldn't do it. I told her if she did do it, I thought she 
ought to plan to make it up in September after her time is supposed to 
be up and not at night after you get back. If she takes these 4-1/2 
days, it will make a little more than 10 days that she owes you. I 
told her I thought she ought to plan that instead of being through the 
first of September, she will have to work ion til the 15 th. She said 
that would be all right, and then she said shh'd taorar rather have them 
dock her two weeks' pay. I told her I did not think that was a good 
idea, that you had gone to a lot of trouble to get the money and were 
the only one outside of California who had been allowed it, and that 
it woxildn't boost your stock with Hancock if you had to go back and ad- 
mit that she wanted two weeks off and wanted her pay docked. 

I told her pretty plainly, too, that if she took any more time 
off I thought she should not p lan to make it up nights even after you 
are back — that you liked to have yoiir evenings alone so you could take 
your shirt off] I told her you were glad enough to arrange so she could 
take on the Bass Job, but I did not think you would be much in favor 
of her piling up any more night work. 

At the end of the discussion, I told her she would have to let 
her conscience be her guide — and if she takes the time, to make it up in 
September. I told her I didn't think she ought to do it and that I could 
not take the responsibility of telling her it would be all right. I 
don't know what she is going to do. She began to wail that she needed 
a vacation, she is fed up on it and worn out from drawing Ginsburg's 
fishes (on which she has been working for almost two weeks), and that she 
wo\ald be able to do much better work if she could get away for a few days 
I didn't say Anything. I'm rather callous to her hard-luck complaints. 
The whole trouble is that she doesn't realize how fortunate she is. 

Mr. Shoemaker has worked every Saturday afternoon since you 
left until at least five o'clock and last week until six. Each time he 
has told her that he is going to stay and that she can stay, too, if she 
wants to. She has not stayed one Saturday afternoon since you left, and 
yet she tries to hang on every evening. I'm getting very impatient with 
her. 

Well, this is a sad tale of woe, isn't it? You may have a 
hard time discouraging her from sticking around nights again when you 
get back. 

Sincerely, 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 28, I 939 




Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

r " 

Yo\ar letters from Haiti arrived this morning. I called up 
Mrs. Schmitt, who had not yet received your letter to her, a.nd we de- 
cided that I should go up to the Sonotone office and get your cord. 

The Sonotone people have a record of your instrument and assure me 
that they gave me the right cord. It is going out air mail in a mail- 
ing tube today. Mr. Bryant thinks that it will reach you at Balboa 
before you leave there. I am writing Mr. Zetek a note asking him to 
send it after you if it does not get to you before you leave Balboa. 

Lieut. L. M, LeHardy's home address is 123 Bellefonte Ave., 
Alexandria, Va, 

■V 

Mr. Shoemaker had a letter from Burkenroad saying that he 
would be here April 17 th. He does not say how long he plans to stay. 

I guess' we’ll get along with him somehow. 

♦ 

Jane is something of a problem child. She can get out of here 
quickly enoxagh when she wants to, and then other ni^ts she takes her 
time. I haven't spoken to her about\it yet. Every time that I think 
the next night 1*11 say something, then she gets out promptly the next 
time! When Burkenroad comes I shall certainly tell her that she must 
leave on time, because we can't let him think for a moment that he 
can be permitted to stay. 

We had a beautiful week end. It warmed up very rapidly Fri- 
day, until it was 82® and everybody nearly cooked. Saturday and Sun- 
day were both 84°. Yesterday it was cooler and today is almost cold, 
but not unpleasant . The flowers are coming out rapidly. Some of the 
cherry blossoms were out Sunday, and I guess they will all be out by the 
end of the week^. 

If you stay with the Joneses please remember me to them. They 
are the nicest people. Do find out what happened to the boy's teeth. 
While I was staying there he fell while playing and broke off his two 
lower front teeth. They were his second teeth, and I left before the 
dentist gave a verdict as to what should be done. I an have always won- 
dered what happened. The little girl, who must be about five now, is a 
cute one. Her name is Barbara Lucile. ’ When she heard my name she came 
and told me that she was Lucile, too, though they call her Barbie. If 
you stay with them I am sure you will like them very much. He is a 
civil engineer, I believe. 


(over) 



I have asked Dorothy Chamherlain to have lunch with me in 62 
today. Angelo is off. I should go around and open the windows and air 
the place out, I guess. 

Did you take the name of my friend in For t-of -Spain? She is 
Mrs. Ida Guiliany, 4l Murray Street, Woodhrook, Port-of -Spain. She gave 
me her son’s office address once, hut I don’t know where it is. I think 
he works for the asphalt people. Don't put yourself out at all, hut if 
you should he in the vicinity and have time to say hello to her, I know 
she'd like it. She's a very nice elderly lady, English in spite of her 
Italian name. Come to think of it, I believe she'd he the kind of old 
lady that you would approve of— motherly and prohahly submissive, 

A long letter came from Petit today giving the history of his 
’ life, I haven't had time to read it yet. 

Jane left her purse on' the bus this morning. She went up to 
the Ball Park ndxere the busses atop and it was still stuck between the 
seat and the wall where she left it. 


I am sending in an application to Group Health, One cf their 
men told Mr, Bryant the other day that thesr have hot yet had a single 
application from here, and they are surprised becaUae they had such 
an “interested" audience for their meeting. I guess interest is cheapl 

I don't know anything more to write. I envy you, and I wish 
I were in Panama, My best to everybody there. 




Sincerely, 




n 



March 23, 1S39 



Dear Dr. Schmitt: ■ 

Your variouB letters arrired yesterday and we have been 
scurrying around collecting the things you want, Mr. Bryant will write 
you as soon as everything is at hand— bill of lading, statement from 
Group Health (which came this morning), statement from Public Health 
(which I guess you already have, but they are sending over another), 
and the good conduct statement from the Police Force. 

Paul Young called up this morning. When he learned that you 
had already gone, he wished me to tell you that he called and to give 
you his best wishes, etc., etc. He said he wais glad to hear my voice 
again and I thought for a moment that he was going to inquire as to the 
state of my soul, but he didn’t*. He said they would leave a week from 
Saturday, going first to Colombia, then to Ecuador, 

Mrs. Cheney got her job in Pennsylvania, tho\igh at Harrisburg 
instead of Philade.lphia, as she had hoped. However, she is very happy 
about it, and has gone to Harrisburg today. She stayed here one day 
after she got the notice, in order to put our things in shape for leav- 
ing, which was very nice of her. 

In your letter asking for health certificate and good conduct 
certificate you said you were enclosing old’ ones. You did not enclose 
them. I hope that you have them safe somewhere. I looked carefully in 
the envelopes to be sure that there were no enclosures. 

Mrs. Schmitt called today. She said she was writing you^in 
care of the Postmaster at Balboa. - 

Mr, Bryant is addressing his letter to you at Cristobal so that 
you will get the bill of lading when you come off the ship. He says 
that when your outfit was consigned the Balboa, the original bill of 
lading- should carry it thro-ugh to that destination. 

I haven’t had any time on my hands yet, what with all the 
jobs I saved up to do in your absence, the jobs you keep giving me to 
do by letter, and all the things Mr^, Shoemaker has Suddenly scraped 
up. I got off the Xanthid crabs to Boschma for Miss Buitendijk, some 
more Portunids to Miss Leene, and the Atlantic barnacles to Cornwall, 
as well as the leeches to Marvin Meyer. (l mean to say I got the in- 
voices off; they were a two days’ job and more.) Just today I answered 
all the correspondence that has piled up since you left. 

Mr. Graf approved all the requisitions for photographing ex- 
cept the 88 pages of text of the Lucas paper in the Exploration to Algiers 

He said it would cost $15 and he would like to let it go for a while; we 


(over) 



mi^t be able to do it later. I sur^pose he means wait until Wetniore 
comes back. Anyway, he returned the unapproved requisition, which is 
the first time we ever were told when something was not approved. I 
may try to copy the lucas paper if I find time. It looks like a big 
order, but the print is quite large and widely spaced and perhaps is not 
so much as it looks. 1*11 see whan I get there S 


Don't know any more news now. 


Sincerely, 



Regards to all my Panama friends and acquaintances. 



/ 


March 20, 1959 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Your little note came Saturday rooming. I hoped there might 
he something from you this rooming, hut there wasn't, I*m very curious 
to know the result of your call on Blake at M.I.T, I realized the next 
rooming after you left that you had taken none of the papers with you, 
hut it was too late then to worry about iti I hope you gave the fellow 
a good shock and that you didn't get too kind-hearted and go easy on 
him! 


How did you enjoy your visit with J. Henry Blake? The two 
of you must have had a grand pow-wow. 

Bunker from the Carnegie was just in to see you. He has 
retired as editor for Carnegie and is now working on a project in which 
he is trying to trace the conversion of some chemical substance (he told 
me hut I don't remember— keretin, or something that sounds like that) 
produced by marine plants (algae) into the vitamin A concentrated in 
the liver of fishes. I sent him to Schultz and suggested that he see 
Conger, too. 

The first day you were gone, Friday, I had to chase Jane, out 
of here. I had some work in the machine that I wanted to finish, so I 

didn't say anything just at 4:30 and she didn't budge, I f inched at 

U:4o and spoke to her then about going and she said in an aggrieved tone 
of voice, "Well, I never will be able to makeup any time while Dr. 

Schmitt is away." I wasn't very sympathetic; I said, "It's too bad" I 
It took her ten minutes to clear up and get out, so it was nearly five 
v^en I pushed her out of the building. She left promptly Saturday, be- 
cause she was going up to the University, I hope she has the idea now 

that she can't stay after the rest of us are gone. 

The day after you left Angelo came in looking for you. I told 
him you were gone, and he was much surprised. He said he didn't know any- 
thing about it and seemed to think that you shotild have consulted him. 

He stood around here talking a long time. It was very funny, 

Florence's rooming house is run by a middle aged maiden lady 
whose elderly parents live there with her. The family lives in the base- 
ment. Friday night the old mother died, and ever since they have had 
her laid out in the front parlor on the first floor, which opens by a 
large double doorway (with no doors) off the entrance hall through which 
all the girls have to pass to go upstairs to their rooms. The funeral 
won't be until tomorrow, and they have had her there all this time, without 
even closing up the coffin. It was too much for Florence. She couldn't 
stand going in and out past such an array, so she came over to stay with 

me until they get the old lady out of there. 



It's cold and unpleasant down here 
warmer today, but isn't doing it veiy fast. 


It is supposed to get 


Margaret Van Winkle and a friend are going to Tennessee the 
week before Easter and will be through here (driving) on Good Friday, 
She wants me to drive on up to Boston with then and stay a couple of 
days. I have finally decided that it won't be worth paying my train 
fare back, so I'm going to write her and tell her I won't do it. If 
I had lots of time and money, it woiild be nice, but I haven't enough 
of either commodity. I think I ought to spend th^oney joining Group 
Health. 


Kelly has gone on leave. He was supposed to go today, but 
he didn't show up Saturday morning. He phoned in the middle of the 
morning to say that he wouldn't be in. Mr. Shoemaker was fit to be 
tied! There were a number of things that we wanted Kelly to do that 
morning, and he had given no indication Friday that he wouldn't come 
in Saturday. The bottles of Bartlett plankton for Stephensen had not 
been packed, and Mr. Shoemaker says they can just stay there until 
Kelly comes back, that he's too busy to do Kelly's work! If I knew how 
to pack them I'd do it, because the letter has gone, and Kelly will be 
gone nearly three weeks. 

I'm sure you will enjoy the enclosure. I bought a new hat 
Saturday which doesn't sit on one corner of my head, but it certainly 
makes me look like a cowgirl from the western prairies I 

Give my regards to the Zeteks. It would be nice if you coiold 
call on Deveneau if you have time on your hands- His office is in the 
Administration Building in Balboa, They thought you were so kind to take 
such an interest in Phyllis. If you want to keep him interested in maybe 
taking Waldo down there some time it might pay you to keep the place 
warm! If you see Phyllis, give her my regards and tell her that I hope 
she can come to see me if she comes to the States to school next fall. 

Use yo\ir own judgment about what message you give Robbie. Do not tell 
her that I hope she can come see me.' 


Sincerely 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


March 20 » 1939 


Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

Mr, Kirk broiight yottr letter in from Ferry' g office about noon 
after I had mailed the one I wrote this morning. Anything that comes into 
Ferry's of fice is treated like second-class mail and you may get it today 
and you might get it tomorrow or next week! 

Here are your labels addressed to the Despatch Agent. I put 
in some of both sizes. Hope there are enough. 

I called Sari Johnston about the Kodachrome strips. He says 
that Hastraan will not begin the service of mounting the films until the 
first of April, so he is unable to tell you what they would do if there 
are more than IS on a strip. He said he has been wondering about it him- 
self, and thinks the only way to learn is to try a strip of more than 18 
exposures on them some time. He doesn't think the extra ones would be 
discarded, but they might not be mounted. 

Mrs. Wendell Chapman just called on the telphone. She was 
much interested to know that you were joining Hancock and asked me to give 
you hers and her husband's kindest regards. They are in town for a few 
days she said, and would like to see you if you were here. 

I went through yoxir letter carefully and made a 3^5" card for 
each job you listed for me. I think, in that way, that T did not miss any 
and I will get them off as fast as I can, I am trying to get off the 
invoices of purtvnid and xanthid crabs to Miss Leene and Miss Buitendijk, 
and some barnacles to Cornwall, 

The letter I wrote this morning is addressed to the boat, so 
you will get it after you get this. 

Can't think of anything more to write. Don't forget that you 
are on a diet f'^om now on,' 


Sincerely, 



I'm glad you wrote you're letter so “pretty.*' It wasn't very 

hard to read. 
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Mrs. Waldo Schmitt* 

Highland Lane i Alleghany Ave*, 

Takoma Park, Ud* 1939 



May 9, 1939 


Dr. A. Wetmore 
Assiatant Secretary 
U. S. National Maseua 


Dear Dr. Wetmore; 

In adcordance with yotir letters of inetruction and authori- 
sation of Fehruary ijth' , I left Washington- for Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, on March loth, at 9*00 P«®» My visit there was highly success- 
ful. Hot only did. I obtain the long wanted specimens that Dr. Charles 
H. Blake had had for over seven years, hut I also discovered a large 
collection of Philif^ine stomatopods on the shelves at theM.I.T. that 
had been sent to Dr. H. P. Bigelow (retired) by the Bureau of Fisheries. 
I T/ent to see Dr. Bigelow and had a most pleasant visit. He turned 
over to me a manuscript on the genus Sarullla that he had already com- 
pleted. He expressed the hope that we might be able to put it in 
shape for publication as a JIuseum paper. I shall go over this at the 
first opportunity. 

I also had a most profitable time at the M.C.Z, going over 
Miss Deichmaim’s manuscript notes on the alcyonarlans of the Presi- 
dential Cruise, and I had quite a session on crustaeea with IJr. Fenner 
Chace. I visited Dr. H. L. Clark; and Dr. John H. Welsh, tdio has 
been collaborating with Dr. Chace in various studies on the eUes of 
deep-sea decapods. 

In Hew York, March 19-20, after calling on the consuls of 
the several countries that we planned to visit, I went out to the 
American Ibiseum of Natural History and delivered to Dr. Llbbie Hyman 
a nxxmber of mounted slides of flat worms needed in connection with 
studies she is making -on the Atlantic coast forms. Before sailing 
on the 21st, I attended to some necessary last minute purchases. 

The CRISTOBAL left New York on Tuesday, March Plst, at h p.m. 

A stop for the better part of Sunday, March 26th, was mad© at Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti. The trip was uneventful, the weather beautiful through- 
out. 


2 


1^0 got ashore at Crlstohal on March 29th, 10:19 a.m. Dr. 

Zet^ was on the dock to aeet a fellow passenger, Mr, V.H. Dropkin, 
of the University of Chicago, idio was on his way to Barro Colorado 
to spend six weeks ift studying the native tersites. He is one of 
11raerson*s assistants at Chicago. A.t Dr. Zetek's invitation, I ac- 
companied them to the Island, as the VBLSRO had not yet arrived in 
Balboa where I was to join her. I saw my collecting outfit and bag- 
gage aboard the train before I left Cristobal. 

* « 

In Balboa I paid a visit to the Panama Field Club head- 
quarters and there gave a talk to the members on the subject of col- 
lecting and studying crustacea. I also had an interesting time at 
the Gorgas Memorial Institute and at the national !4useum of Panama, 
where I made the personal accjualntance of Dr. Mendez, the Director. 

He is a botanist and is very well acquainted with the staff of our 
Hational Herbarium. He had recently returned from a visit to Bahia 
Honda and Goiba Island, H.P., where he had secured a remarkably fine 
series ox'’ mollusks. His collection seemed to contain representatives 
of at least all the large, as well as the smaller, species of that 
area. I believe that his material Is more ccmiprehensive fclaan anything 
gotten in that vicinity by the Hancock expeditions. I think it would 
be worth the Museum’s while to offer to work up his collection for 
him. Our relations with him in the past have been most cordial, and 
I am sure he would welcome the proposal. 

Our cruise to the north coast of South /Unerica aboard the 
VDL3H0 III, Captain Hancock cossnanding, got under way at B,alboa on 
April 2nd, 9:09 a.m. Cta the morning of the 3rd we arrived in Caledonia 
Bay, Panama, spending this day and the next at this place, dredging 
and. shore collecting, with other parties afield for plants, reptiles, and 
birds, and to make ethnological studies of the San Bias Indians in resl- 
d^ice there, Although I was on the lookout for porpoises, none were 
seen tintil the evening of the Uth, when we were ¥?eli outside tlte Bay, 

headed for the north coast of Colombia. It was growing dark too rabid- 

ly to warrant putting over a boat to hunt them. Had we been provided 
with a harpoon gon we sight have gotten one or more over the side of 

the ship, fhe how of the VILERO is too high iuid she travels too fast 

to use a hand harpoon successfully while under way. 

We remained only a few hours at Puerto Colombia, Colombia, our 
^xt stop, as we were persuaded to proceed up the Magdalena River to go 
. alongside the new docks th< t had been built at Barranquilla. As was our 
practice throughout the cruise, the native markets and fishermen were 
visited in the e<urly morning, in order to turchase such crustaceans 
find fish as might be available. We also secured a mamber of shrimp and 
fish from the river alongside the docks. A most pleasant meeting was 
had with the American Consul and his staff. They have offered to se- 
cure further specimens for us. 
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fhe "bar at the eiitl*aace of the Magdalena HlTer aakes for a 
rough p ssage. On going out in the late afternoon on April 6th, we 
found it ©Ten rougher outside. In fact, ^t was so hoisterous that, 
in order to escape the uncoicfortahle buffeting to which we were sub- 
jected, Captain Hancock sought refuge for the night in the lee of the 
land off Cienaga 'Village, Colombia. Several dredge hauls were made 
on eauh of the next two days in the general vicinity of Cap© La Vela 
and Bahia Honda, Colombia. 

The afternoon of April 9 th and the forenoon of A,pril 10th 
were spent at Aruba, H.W.I, Very successful shore collecting was 
undertaken on the west side of Punta Basora at the extreme east end 
of the island. The whole south shore of the eastern end of the island 
is covered with a deposit of tar. k subsidiary of the Standard Oil 
Company, the Lago Oil and Transport Company, maintains here one of 
the world’s largest oil refineries. The director is a Mr. Lloyd 
Bmith, a graduate of the University of Illinois, and a relative of 
Dr. Paul Welch. 

Mr. C. B. Perkins, of the San Diego ?.oo, herp-etologist to 
the expedition, was much interested in getting specimens of the en- 
demic rattlesnakes of Aruba. These snakes h4».ve ^ven the oil company 
considerable concern. The native watchmen do not care to patrol the 
pipe lines because the snakes like to warm themselves on some of the 
lines which carry hot oil. We did not find any snakes during the 
short time that we spent there, but they h 've been promised the ©x- 
ped.it itm by Mr. Smith’s second in command, Mr. f. S. Campbell. 

Me made La Guaira, Venezuela, on Anri 1 11th, but almost 
half a day ela,psed before we were able to get ashore. The harbor 
authorities did not know just where they wanted us to anchor. They 
were rather busy entertaining the crews of three large Havy cruisers 
who were a.t the beginning of an extended journey around South America 
from east to west. 

While at La Gutira a visit was paid to Caracas, in order to 
see the n 0 \'!r natural history lauseum. It is a fine edifice, recently 
completed, but still im empty shell. For the purpose of stimulating 
interest in it and acquiring collections and exhibits for this fine 
building, a very active organization has been forsjed, the Sociedad 
Venezolana de Ciencias Naturales. Dr. Alfredo Jahn is the present 
President of the society, and your good friend, Mr. Ibidolf Dolge, is 
also one of the important members of the group. He asks to be kindly 
remembered to you. It was a great treat to become acquainted with 
so versatile and estimble a man. I enjoyed being shown around his 
home and inspecting that magnificent library that he has gotten to- 
gether. The Hancock expedition films were shown before the society 
in the auditorium of the University at Caracas on the night of the 
12th of April. 
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Sarly the next aorning we left for fortnga Island. Dredg- 
ing, shore collecting, and seining for fish, as well as dredging from 
the ship, were landertaken during the day. The next day and a half 
were spent at Ouhagua Island, Venezuela. In this vicinity we spoke 
to some natives who said that poi*poi 8 es appeared at times and that 
they would try to get at least one for n®, as very generous payment 
was promised them in return; Bit, to every one's regret, the por- 
poises did not apnear as expected. 

V 

Leaving Ouhagua Island on the 15th of April, we made sev- 
eral dredge hauls off this island and between it and the one not far 
distant, Coche Island. ‘ 

Toward noon the morning of the loth we’ arrived at Port of 
^pain, Trinidad, ’fhile there; dredging was done in the harbor, a 
visit paid to the famous pitch lake, and an auto trip made to the 
far side of the island for the purpose of collecting at Manzandlla 
Point. As we wished to include Tobago in our itinerary, the Captain 
did not stay as long as might have been desirable at Port of Spain. 
Miss Deichmann had told me that some very good collecting was to be 
had in the islands off the northwest point of Trinidad, but we were 
unable to visit them. 

We anchored off the town of Scarboroiigh, Hockly Bay, Tobago, 
shortly after noon on April 19 th. The afternoon was spent in dredg- 
ing off the town and about the ship's anchorage. The next day a bus 
"as hired to take all the collectors over to the west side of the 
island so that we might get out on the luccoo Eeef about which I had 
heard from Captain John Mills, of the Carnegie Marine Laboratory, 

He had been there with the late Dr. Alfred Q. Mayer a good many years 
a^. It is as fascinating a place as I have ever seen. It is, as 
<me might say, a superlative Tortiagas coral reef. We left Toh^o in 
the late afternoon of the 30th. The next day we made a number of 
dredge hauls from the ship on the north side of Margarita md forttiga 
Islands. We anchored in the harbor at Willemstadt, Curapao, at S:00 
o'clock on the morning of the 32nd. 

On Ouragao there are also large oil refineries belonging, 
in this case, to the Royal iXitch Shell Co., and vying with those on 
Anuba for the distinction of being the largest in the world. As a 
ccmsequence, the greater part of the south ^ore to the windward of 
the refineries is tar-coated. Some very interesting localities that 
were investigated years ago by various Dutch naturalists have been 
obliterated. A few specimens were gotten from the dump of a suction 
dredge which is working in the larbor at Willemstadt. Otherwise, the 
shores of this harbor are well nigh impossible to land on because of 
the heavy and viscous coating of refinery residues. Shore collecting 
was undertaken at Jan Tiel, some distance to the eastward of Willem- 
stadt. We had planned to work Spanish water and also visit the 
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ptosphate mines on Ta^ble Mountain, Init the attendants of the property 
would not let us thro\3gh the enclosure surrotmding it without an order 
from the owner and, as this had not heen arranged for in advance, we 
were unable to visit that place. Jan Tiel afforded some Interesting 
material, hut it is not so rich a collecting ground as Spanish Water. 

On A.pril 2Uth we continued our westward journey, dredging 
off G;J.era Point, Colombia, on the 25th. The 26th found us at anchor 
again in Caledonia Harbor. The return visit was very welcome, as we 
were able to round out the collections made here on the earlier visit. 
This time a lot of tl depools were poisoned and a good series of fish 
obtained. Porpoises were sought for in vain. Those that we had seen 
here earlv in the month were not to be located, though we cruised up 
and down outside the Bay for {jpiite a time. 

Throughout tbs cruise we had almost continuous strong easter- 
ly winds. They would tend to die down after midnight, but with sunrise 
v/ould increase in force until they reached 5 in the Beaufort scale by 
mid-afternoon. It was rough going roost of the time; so much so that 
whenever it w'-s necessary to get a night of rest, the ship had to come 
to anchor in some sheltered place. The "fiddles'* or racks were kept on 
the tables throughout the ciuise from Panama to Panama. 

In spite of the unfavorable, though not bad, weather, eicten- 
sive collections were obtained and a satisfactory reconnaissance made 
of the invertebrate fauna of the north coast of fouth America, I sin- 
cerely regret not obtaining any porpoises. I was impressed with the 
scarcity of specimens from that coast in museum collections. One would 
have to give more time to porpoise hunting thaft we could afford, and a 
harpoon gun should be included in the equipment of any expedition seek- 
ix3g porpoises in those usually rough waters. 

We arrived off Cristobal in the early morning of April 2Sth, 
but had to wait a day here until the battle fleet he.d completed its 
passage through the Canal, Saturday, April 29th, we started through 
the locks on the Atlantic side, arriving at Balboa at 2:00 p.m. from 
Balboa I returned to Washington, leaving the Pacific side shortly after 
1:00 o'clock on April 30th to join the S.S. CRISTOBAL, which was sched- 
uled to sail from Cristobal at 3:30, but which did not get away until 
some time after U:00 p.m. 

While at Balboa, I attended a lecture at the Gkjrgas Institute 
on Saturday night , the 29th. Sunday morning, April 30th. I gave some 
time to the members of the Panama Field Club, helping them sort out and 
identify some of their crustacean collections. 

I landed in Hew York about S:30 a.m. on May 8th. After 
attending to my baggage transfer and ticket, I notified Mr. Pyfe, the 
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TJ. S, Despatcla Agent, of the arrival of the collecting. outfit and 
specimens, and later went to the American Museum of Natxiral History 
to call on l)r. Miner, whom I missed seeing when I was there in March. 

I also paid a brief visit to the Ixplorers Club and afterward caught 
the 4:30 p.m. train out of New York for Washington, arriving in Wash- 
ington at . S : 20..„p,. m . I reported to .the Museum this morning at 9:00 a.m. 

I am' most grateful to Captain Hancock for arranging the 
cruise and to you for makinfe it. possible for me to participate. 

Respectfully, 


. . . . r > . Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

tLS:LI4c . Division of Marine invertebrates. 




